
FWC Fishery Observer Program: 
Caribbean Spiny Lobster, 

Panulirus argus



Observer Data Format
Field Format Variables
TNM num sequential numbers identifying specific traps associated with

one trip
SP char Marine life species codes, several additions have been made

for species not on the list
SX num if SP=317 then 1=male, 2=female

If SP not= 317 then the number is a frequency
ST num 1= fresh spermatophore, 2=eroded, 3=egg bearing 4=dead
SIZE num carapace length (mm), 76mm lobster measure to 0.1mm

Fish length (inch), total lengths except when fishery
management plans specify otherwise

GRID num 1-minute square regions with unique 4 or 5 digit identifiers
TSAT char w=wood, y=wire, b=broken, m=missing, r=robbed, and

combinations of each
SOAK num days trap deployed
BAIT char c=cow hide, f=fish, p=pig’s feet, z=cheese, g=cat food, k=

canned sardines, s followed by a # is the number of sublegal
lobster, l followed by a # is the number of legal lobster
reportedly left in the trap from the previous trip.

TRIP char initial of observer and the date i.e. t080693 (Aug 6, 1993)
MONTH num month
AREA num fishing area (see appropriate charts)
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Catch Statistics



Data Comparison to Trip Tickets
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Figure 1. Examples of lobster traps in south Florida. A) wood trap, B) hybrid wood-wire trap with two wood and two wire sides, C) wire-reinforced trap with 
four wood sides, two of which are reinforced with wire, D) hybrid wood-wire trap with four wire sides, two of which also have 4-wooden slats, E) hybrid wood-
wire trap with four wire sides, two of which also have 5-wooden slats, F) hybrid wood-wire trap with four wire sides, G) wire trap with a biodegradable top, H) 
plastic trap, I) wire trap with a biodegradable panel.   
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